


wrong with these, and we all use them, 
but at a different price and in different 
situations.  Some say this strong interest is 
because of the history and the nostalgia 
of antiques.  In this fast-paced age of 
technology, genuine antiques ground 
us and become even more special by 
contrast - they help define where we 
came from mixed with where we are 
going.  Many believe the pieces were 
just far better constructed than so many 
of the reproductions or new items mass-
produced today.  Others suggest that 
since there is such an awareness today 
with being “green” or conscientious of 
reuse of sustainable products, Antiques 
if nothing else are certainly green.  You 
are reusing a resource without cutting 
down more trees and using energy to 
make a new piece.

As a designer for many years, I have 
worked with all types of furnishings, new 
and old, and have enjoyed creating both 
traditional and contemporary interiors.  
From that experience, I have found that 
in the long run, people are most happy 
with mixing it up, and doing so is a lot 
more exciting.  A stark contemporary 
space can be a lot more interesting with 
the introduction of a special antique.  
It adds history and that unexpected 

element that seems to make the room 
come alive. Vice versa, a traditional 
environment with beautiful antiques is 
much more exciting with a few accents 
of clean lined accessories.  You could 
contrast the period pieces with a glass, 
mirror, or plexi table, or introduce some 
metal - and always mix up the art with 
the inclusion of unexpected variety.  
Abstract, contemporary art is at its best 
displayed in a room of antiques, and 
don’t forget to consider a collection 
of antique prints in a contemporary or 
minimal space.  This makes them even 
more important, showcased, if you will.

The mix of contemporary and antiques 
is reflected in our showroom.  It is 
such a pleasure to be around this mix, 
and we never tire of it here either!  I 
would encourage you to venture out 
and explore something a little more 
unexpected for your environment.  
Contrast or a touch of whimsy is what 
makes a space special, whether it is in 
the unexpected piece or an unexpected 
fabric on that piece.  It could simply be 
the creative use of the piece.  I recently 
bought old potato riddles from England 
and prune dryers from France that make 
great art displayed on a wall.  Many 
“found” items can be made into unique 

lamps.  We’ve used old balustrades made 
of stone, wood, crystal slabs, terracotta 
finials and metal, for example.  The 
same is true for chandeliers.  How about 
a magnificent large one made from 
the curved wood sections of old wine 
barrels or another made from Turkish 
worry beads?  

With so much global exposure today and 
massive amounts of product available 
to us, there are countless options – it 
can be overwhelming.  But it is also a 
wonderful opportunity to create your 
own individual, unique space.  There are 
many others like me out there searching 
the world for the best selections, so 
take advantage of this disciplined work.  
When searching for your special pieces, 
think about the items individually, be 
creative, and try not to get bogged down 
when you are wandering through a store 
filled with selections.  Here’s to unique, 
special, and personalized environments!  
Happy hunting!

For those wanting to know more about 
antiques, you might want to refer to 
this chart that was provided by well-
known and respected interior designer, 
authority on antiques, and published 
author, Lyn Fontenot from Louisiana.
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